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DECOLONIAL HOME SCHOOL 

(KS0, KS1, KS2, KS3 Ages 3-14) 

 

Ngugi wa Thiongo, a Kenyan Scholar and Academic 

wrote a book called ‘Decolonising the mind’ a book 

which advocates linguistic decolonisation. The purpose 

of this booklet is to give your child a list of resources 

that will help empower them and decolonise their 

minds from the shackles of Arab and White supremacy. 

 

The African and the Afro Muslim Tradition is a proud 

and powerful culture that many among the younger 

generation are ignorant of. Below is a set of suggested 

readings to help eliminate this and give your child a 

genealogy to be proud of.  
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Fiction books with Black Muslim Representation 

KS0, KS1 (ages 3-7) 

• Treasures of Jannah by Yasmin Egala 

Treasures of Jannah is the story of twins Adam and Hana who love to visit their 

Grandma. Grandma gives the best cuddles and tells the best stories, but today, she 

shares another tale. Instead of a story, Grandma tells them of a place of wonder and 

delight – Jannah. 

 

• Basirah the Basketballer says Insha’Allah by Hafsah Dabiri 

“The aim is to inspire little Muslim girls of colour not only to be sporty but to not be 

scared of the ups and downs of life!” 

 

• Wahid and his special friend by Robyn Saleem-Abdusamad 

Wahid is an average cute little boy who enjoys playing with his siblings and toys. But, 

there are times he like to slip away and bond with his special little friend whom he 

adores the most. 

 

• You are beautiful by Robyn Saleem-Abdusamad 

About two girls who encounter racial prejudice. Throughout the course of the story 

they overcome intolerance and realize the beauty of ethnic diversity and true 

friendship. This book highlights the importance of countering ignorance with 

knowledge and kindness. 

 

• Adam to ZamZam and fun in the sun by Karemah Alhark and Jamila Alqarnain 

An Islamic phonics readers series that is written with the Muslim child in mind, full of 

fun stories that encourage good character, morals and problem solving from an 

Islamic point of view. 

 

• Ngozi’s Little Brown Princess Tea Party by Asiyah Muhsin-Thomas and Salaam 

Waajid Thomas 

This is part of a series featuring the Royal Brown Girls, Ngozi, Aisha, Dhalia, Brooklyn 

and Nina. 

 

• Hannah Habibi Learns about modestly by Janette Grant 

A book about a young girl who wears hijab for the first time. 
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KS2 (ages 7-11) 

• The Princess and the good deed by Umm Juwayriyah and Juwayriyah Ayed 

 An original Islamic fairy tale of kindness, friendship, and animal rights! 

 

• Malcolm Little; The Boy Who Grew Up To Become Malcolm X by Ilyasah Shabazz 

A resource to introduce the great, influential figure to children. 

 

• Big words to Little Me by Sakina Ibrahim 

Tips for young women to help them become confident adults.  

 

• Going to Mecca By Naima B. Robert 

We are led on the journey of a lifetime to the city of Mecca - the pilgrimage known 

to Muslims as the Hajj. The pilgrims walk with heads bare and feet in sandals; they 

call to Allah; they kiss or point to the Black Stone, as the Prophet did. Arriving at 

Mecca, they surge round the Ka'aba, shave their heads and travel to Mount Arafat. 

Finally, though their bodies are tired and aching, their spirits are uplifted, knowing 

that with thousands of others they have performed the sacred pilgrimage. 

 

 

KS3 (ages 11-14) 

• From Somalia with Love by Naima B. Robert 

From Somalia With Love is one girl's quest to discover who she is - a story that, while 

rooted in Somali and Muslim life, strikes a chord with young people everywhere. 

 

• Muslim Girl by Umm Zakkiyah 

Faith turns to shame, confidence to doubt, and conviction to rebellion. Inaya was 

only nine when her mother converted to Islam and moved the family to Saudi 

Arabia. Now, at sixteen years old, Inaya returns to America and decides to remove 

her Muslim clothes and hide her religion at school. ...And she hopes to get the 

attention of a boy she likes. But she has no idea how to hide this double life from her 

mother, and from everyone who admires her strong faith. 
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Books on Black/ Black Muslim History 

KS1 & KS2 (ages 5-11) 

• Henry’s freedom Box: A true story from the underground railroad 

This is the incredible story of Henry "Box" Brown escaping slavery by shipping 

himself to the north in a wooden crate. We learn that as a boy, Henry doesn't 

know his age because nobody keeps records of slaves' birthdays. As an adult 

working in a warehouse, he decides to take a major risk and mail himself in a box 

— to a world where he can have a "birthday" (his first day of freedom) 

 

• The other side by Jacquelin Woodson 

The fence behind Clover's house marks the town line that separates black people 

from white people. Clover's mother warns her that it isn't safe to cross the fence, 

but Clover is curious to meet Anna, the white girl who lives on the other side. The 

two girls work around the rules of segregation and form an unlikely friendship by 

sitting together on top of the fence. 

 

• Martin’s Big words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by Doreen Rappaport  

The author weaves immortal quotes from Martin Luther King Jr.'s writings and 

speeches into this award-winning biography for kids. The multimedia illustrations 

carry readers from King's youth — when he first noticed "Whites Only" signs — 

through his remarkable life as a leader of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement.   

 

• Heart and soul: The story of America and African Americans by Kadir Nelson 

This richly illustrated 108-page book chronicles the immense challenges and 

important societal contributions of African-Americans throughout history. It's told 

from the unique perspective of a wise, old African-American "Everywoman" 

narrator whose ancestors arrived on slave ships and who lives to proudly cast a 

vote for the nation's first black president. 

 

• What colour is my world? The lost history of African-American inventors by 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obstfield 

Did you know that African-American inventors had a hand in everything from the 

ice-cream scoop and the refrigerated food truck to cortisone cream and open-

heart surgery? In this book co-authored by NBA star Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, kids 

can learn about the great minds behind important inventions, product 

improvements, and scientific and medical discoveries that we take for granted.  
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• Who was King Tut? By Roberta Edwards 

Ever since Howard Carter uncovered King Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922, the young 

pharaoh has become a symbol of the wealth and mystery of ancient Egypt. Now, a 

two-and-a-half-year-long museum exhibit of Tut’s treasures is touring major cities 

in the U.S., drawing record crowds. This Who Was…? is complete with 100 black-

and white illustrations and explains the life and times of this ancient Egyptian 

ruler, covering the story of the tomb’s discovery, as well as myths and so-called 

mummy curses. 

 

• Who was Mandela by Sam Pollack 

As a child he dreamt of changing South Africa; as a man he changed the 

world.  Nelson Mandela spent his life battling apartheid and championing a peaceful 

revolution.  He spent twenty-seven years in prison and emerged as the inspiring 

leader of the new South Africa.  He became the country’s first black president and 

went on to live his dream of change.  This is an important and exciting addition to 

the Who Was...? series. 

 

• Ashanti to Zulu: African Traditions by Margaret Musgrove 

This book is a book about African traditions. It uses the alphabet to take the reader 

through parts of the African's life. 

 

KS3 (Ages 11-14) 

• Mansa Musa and the Empire of Mali P. James Oliver 

Oliver's well-researched biography of Mansa Musa reads like an exotic tale of gold, 

glory, and adventure. During his long reign as Mali's emperor, Mansa Musa led his 

empire into its Golden Age; presided over a spectacular, 60,000-person, 9,000-mile 

pilgrimage; founded a university in Timbuktu; and helped revolutionize architecture 

across the Sudan. Oliver does not allow Musa's story to get bogged down in detail by 

seamlessly weaving a lot of history into his narrative and by supplying curious 

readers with an extensive Glossary. 

 

• The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay: Life in Medieval Africa by 

Patricia C. McKissack, and Fredrick McKissack 

For more than a thousand years, from A.D. 500 to 1700, the medieval kingdoms of 

Ghana, Mali, and Songhay grew rich on the gold, salt, and slave trade that stretched 

across Africa. Scraping away hundreds of years of ignorance, prejudice, and 

mythology, award-winning authors Patricia and Fredrick McKissack reveal the glory 

of these forgotten empires while inviting us to share in the inspiring process of 

historical recovery that is taking place today. 


